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Migratory pathways: BEFORE AND AFTER 1980 
• Describe the main migratory pathways of 
blackcap populations in Europe 
• Assess the origin of blackcap population 
wintering in the British Isles 
• Identify changes in migratory pathways that 
might have occurred through time 
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• Populations east from the migratory divide, located in Austria and the Czech Republic, in autumn mainly migrate SE whereas 
populations west from the divide mainly migrate SW.  
• Migrants from continental Europe and the breeding population from the British Isles do not in large proportions winter in 
the British Isles. The enormous number of British wintering blackcaps can rather be explained by the overall increase in the 
blackcap population in Europe. 
• Since 1980, residency  increased and migration decreased over much of Europe with exceptions of Central Europe and the 
British Isles. Reduced migration most likely evolved as an adaptation to climate change.  
Biased view 
Netherlands 
UK 
